March 18, 2014

Dear Editors,

On behalf of my co-authors, Dr. Girma Abebe and Azage Tegegne, please accept the enclosed manuscript entitled “The influence of non-genetic factors on early growth of Halaba kids under smallholder management systems, southern Ethiopia” for publication in the Journal Advances in Animal and Veterinary Sciecnes. The manuscript contains 14 pages including all references, 4 tables and 1 figure. 

The study was designed to assess the influence of non-genetic factors on early growth of kids under farmer’s management conditions. The paper describes how non-genetic factors affect early growth of kids, in areas where predominately occupied by goat population. Understanding the influence of non-genetic factors would assist breeders, researchers and development actors and farmers to plan goat production and breeding in the area.  
All the authors of the manuscript have approved its submission for publication consideration. There is no conflict of interest regarding the manuscript. The manuscript has not been published previously, nor is it under consideration for publication elsewhere. We understand the editorial policies of the Journal of Advances in Animal and Veterinary Sciences. Please direct all correspondence about the manuscript to me.  Our thank in advance to the editorial board for considering the manuscript for publication in the Journal of Plant and Soil. 
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Deribe Talore

University of Pretoria, 
Department of Animal and Wildlife Sciences

Private Bag, 0083, Pretoria 
Tel: 0027(0)748526547/827170252
Fax: +27 (0)124203290
Pretoria, South Africa
