Muhammad Azam Niazi 
11-C Jhelum Road, Rawalpindi Cantt, Pakistan
•Tel.: 92-51-0343-5041801(cell) • Email:   mazamniazi@gmail.com


	Date of Birth :	
	25th April, 1967    

	Qualification :
	M.Sc. (Hons) Agricultural Economics (University of Agriculture , Faisalabad, Pakistan, 1993), B.Sc. (Hons) Agriculture (University of Agriculture , Faisalabad, Pakistan, 1989 ) . Certificates in WTO in Agriculture, VB 5.0 and Java 2.

	Language(s) :
	Working knowledge of a) English b) Urdu (Mother tongue) 




1. Experience : 

· (2012 to date) Presently working as Director ( Agricultural Economics) at the Social Sciences Division(SSD), Pakistan Agricultural Research Council (PARC) Headquarters, Islamabad, Pakistan. My assignments include research coordination, monitoring and support. I assist head of the Division in  coordinating research activities at the Division’s six  satellite Social Sciences Research Institutes locate one at each province, the Azad Jammu & Kashmir and the Federal capital. Activities also include , evaluation of research project  proposals, monitoring and evaluation of the projects funded by the PARC’s ALP and RADP funds . Research in the area of agricultural economics and provision of  policy  support and other technical input  to the Ministry of National Food Security and Research (MNFSR) are also regular features .

· (Sep 2007  to 2012) Worked as  Deputy Director (AE), Social Sciences Division (SSD),PARC. My assignments included research and analysis in social sciences and assisting Member(SSD) in coordinating research activities at the Division’s satellite institutions all over the country.

· (Aug 2003  to 2007) Worked as Senior Scientific Officer, Social Sciences Institute, National Agricultural Research Centre of Pakistan Agricultural Research Council, Islamabad. During four years at SSI, five reports were published and five research articles were published in scientific refereed  journals. Also acting as Organizational Focal Point (OFP) for Project Related Information System Module (PRISM) of the Rice – Wheat Consortium.

· (May 2000 to Aug 2003) Worked as Scientific Officer at Scientific Information Unit (SIU), NARC and as webmaster Pakistan Agricultural Research Council (PARC). At the time of its development It was the largest agricultural research web site (over two hundred web pages / 400 A-4 size pages) and one of the largest scientific websites in Pakistan. Inaugurated by the advisor to the Chief Executive of Pakistan on Food Agriculture and Livestock. The website attracted over 30,000 visits from  about 50 countries during the period.

· (Dec 1999 to April 2000) Worked as Scientific Officer at Social Sciences Institute, NARC and was assisting seniors in their already running research projects and in developing new ones when transferred to Scientific Information Unit, NARC to develop PARC ’s website.

· (May 1994 to Dec 1999) Worked as Scientific Officer / Technical Staff Officer to Member, Social Sciences Division (SSD), Pakistan Agricultural Research Council (PARC) Headquarters, Islamabad, Pakistan) under World Bank’s (ARP-II) and as a researcher at Social Sciences Institute, NARC. 

2. Achivements

       2.1 Publications

2.1.1 Research Papers

1. Bint Zaman, S., Ishaq, M., & Niazi, M. A. (2021). Contribution of Agriculture Sector in Economic Growth of Pakistan: An Empirical Analysis. Journal of Applied Economics and Business Studies, 5(2), 103-120. 
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Ishaq, M., & Niazi, M. A. (2019). Agriculture led economic growth: The case of Pakistan. Journal of Vietnam Agricultural Science and Technology., 1(4), 6. 
3. Sharif, M., Jabbar, A., & Niazi, M. A. (2020). Wheat productivity and fertilizer use status in Pakistan: Challenges and way forward. J. Agric. Res, 58(3), 201-207. 
4. Sharif, M., Niazi, M. A., Jabbar, A., Mahar,A.B, (2016).Managing water availability and requirements
in Pakistan: challenges and way forward..J. Agric. Res., Vol. 54(1):117-131
5. Sharif, M., Niazi, M. A.,Mahar,A.B, Jabbar, A.,(2015).Study on competitiveness of cereals and their products exports from Pakistan.J.Agric.Res, Vol.53(3):467-478
6. Sharif, M., Niazi, M. A., Jabbar, A., & Taj, S. (2014). Financial profitability of white sugar production in Pakistan. Pakistan Journal of Agricultural Research,27(3).
7. Sharif, M., Niazi, M. A., & Jabbar, A. (2014). Seafood Exports: Challenges and Way Forward. Pakistan J. Agric. Res. Vol, 27(4).
8. Akmal.N, H.Shah, M.A.Niazi, S.Taj, T.Qiser, M.Ali (2014), Local Capacity Assesment for Supporting Innovation and Change in the Rice-Wheat System of the Punjab, Pakistan. Quest Journals Journal of Research in Humanities and Social Science, Volume 2 ~ Issue 1 (2014) pp: 05-13, ISSN(Online) :2321-9467, www.questjournals.org
9. Akmal.N.,W.Akhtar, H. Shah, M.A. Niazi and T. Saleem,(2014) “The Structure and Competitiveness of Pakistan’s Basmati Rice Exports”. Asian Journal of Agriculture and Rural Development, 4(4)2014: xxx
. Journal homepage: http://aessweb.com/journal-detail.php?id=5005

10. Waqar Akhtar, Nadeem Akmal, Hassnain Shah, Muhammad Azam Niazi and Ayesha Tahir,2013 ”Export Competitiveness of Pakistani Horticultural Products. Pakistan Journal of Agricultural Research. Vol.26.No.2,87-96 ..
11.  Niazi, M.A. and H. Shah,  2010 "Pakistan’s Agricultural Terms of Trade ", Pakistan J. of Agric. Res. 23(3-4) 
12. Akmal N., H.Shah, M.A. Niazi and W.Akhtar, 2010 , "Assessment of Goat Breed Improvement through Distribution of Beetal Bucks in Rainfall Potohar". Pakistan J. of Agric. Res. 
13. Niazi, M.A., H. Shah and N. Akmal 2006. “Pakistan’s Oilseed Production, Consumption and Trade”. Pak. J. of Seed Technology, Vol.1.No.8 & 9, 71-81  
14. Niazi, M.A. M.Z. Anwar, and H.Shah. 2005. An Analysis of Milk Production, Consumption and Growth Trends in Pakistan. Indus Journal of Plant Sciences. 4(3) 319-326.
15. Anwar Z. M., M.A. Niazi, M.A. Masood and M.R. Malik, 2005, "Trends and Factors Limiting Pulses-Cultivation in the Rice-Growing Areas of Pakistan's Punjab". Science Technology & Development, Vol.24, No.4 (October-December), 38-44
16. Ali.A., M.A. Niazi, N.Akmal and M.R.Malik, 2005.Comparative Analysis of Cost and Return of Potato, Onion and Tomato in Upland Balochistan. Sarhad Journal of Agricultural Sciences Vol.21,No.4.
17. Anwar Z. M., M.A. Niazi and Dr. Abdul Ghafoor 2005. Spring Pulses: A Viable Option for Restoring Soil Health in the Rice-Wheat Cropping System of Punjab, Pakistan, Journal of Sustainable Development, Volume 2, Nigeria.
18. Shah, H., Q.M. Din, M.A. Niazi, and N. Akmal, 2004. “Pattern of Use of Wheat Seed by Farmers in the Punjab”. Pak. J. of Seed Technology Vol. 1. No. 4 & 5, 47-58


2.1.2 Book Chapters
1. Niazi M.A, and U. Farooq,2003-04," Estimation of Demand for Milk in Pakistan", Socioeconomics Research Studies, Social Science Division , PARC. ISBN969-409-177-2 pp. 109-118.
2. Anwar, M.Z, M.R. Malik, S.N. A.Shah, M.A.Masood and M.A.. Niazi, 2003-04 "Spring Pulses Cultivation in the Rice Based Farming System of Punjab" Socioeconomics Research Studies, Social Science Division , PARC, ISBN969-409-177-2.pp 81-108
2.1.3  Research Reports
i. Pakistan’s Agricultural Terms of Trade (First author)
ii. Pakistan’s Edible Oil Consumption and Trade (First author)
iii. Estimation of Demand for Milk in Pakistan (First author)
iv. Rapid Assessment Of Institutional Frameworks For Acquiring Knowledge And Disseminating New Practices Within Communities (First author)
v. Local Capacity For Supporting Innovation And Change In The Rice-Wheat System Of The Punjab; Pakistan (Co-author)
vi. Public And Civil Society Innovation Learning System (Co-author)
vii. Determination of  Social and Economic Benefits of Changed Practices In Rice-Wheat Area of Punjab, Pakistan (Co-author).
viii. Spring Pulses Cultivation in the Rice Based Farming System of Punjab: Farmers Perceptions. (Co-author).

2.2 Research Projects

i. Working as Co-PI of  the RADP funded project “An Analysis of Food Consumption Diversification in Pakistan”

ii. As a team member of the RADP funded project “Scientists’ Capacity Building through Training” participated in the development of course outlines and technical analysis of the outcome


2.3  Research Management and Coordination Activities 

My major assignments as a manager at the Social Sciences Division (SSD), PARC in the capacities of Scientific Officer, Director (Agri. Economics), at PARC included:

i. Coordinating and monitoring activities at the six field units (Technology Transfer Institutes (TTIs)) located in the four provinces, AJK and Federal Capital.
ii. Data/Information gathering and processing
iii. Preparing talking points (regarding the socio-economic aspects of Pakistan's agriculture sector) for the country's high level officials representing Pakistan at various international conferences / meetings.
iv. Providing comments and suggestions to the government ministries on policy matters.
v. Preparing budget proposals and budget break-ups for the SSD and its AERUs.
vi. Organizing workshops, seminars and meetings.
vii. Previously assisted  the editorial staff in editing the“ Pakistan Journal of Agricultural Social Sciences (PJASS)” ( an international bi-annual scientific journal of the SSD,PARC)
viii. Economic analysis  of economic data for time bound short term assignments received by the SSD
ix. As Focal Person of Pak-IFPRI Advisory Group, developed and maintained IAG Website
x. Monitoring/Evaluating Progress of RADP Projects
xi. Evaluation of research reports of Technology Transfer Units under current annual budget
xii. Evaluation of  Project Proposals relating to the Social Sciences 
xiii. Provide comments on various technical reports from the Gov. of  Pakistan 

2.4 Information Technology Related Activities/Achievements

	2.4.1 Website Development

· Pakistan Agricultural Research Council (PARC)- Official web site  http://www.parc.gov.pk with 130 pages and  six online scientific databases 
· Agricultural Linkages Programme –  http://www.alp.gov.pk ( ASP generated pages)
· Social Sciences Institute -  http://a.domaindlx.com/socialsciences
· Pakistan – IFPRI Advisory Group - http://www.parc.gov.pk/ifpri


	2.4.2 Intranet Development

	Developed intranet over LAN for Scientific Information Unit and Library , containing four databases. The intranet was made accessible to all the PCs on the network.

2.4.3 Local Area Network Development

		Developed Local Area Network for SIU,NARC and Library based on Star Topology running on Peer to Peer Workgroup basis.

3. Award(s) Received:

· Received Distinction (90% marks) in the course exam "Agriculture in the WTO - ET2004S108". The training was delivered via the Internet by the WTO  Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation from the 25th of February to the 4th of April 2008.
· PARC Scientists Association (PARSA) Award for developing PARC’s official website (2004)
· The Chairman PARC, awarded honorarium (2002) in recognition of efforts gone into  development and maintenance of the PARC website.
· Scholarship won for JAVA Programming Certificate from the Federal Ministry of Science and Technology through written test/open competition.2002

4. Additional Qualification / Workshops/ Training Received :

	4.1 Additional Qualifications

· Four month Certificate in JAVA programming (including basics of C++) under a scholarship won from the Federal Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of Pakistan.
· Course in Visual Basic 5.0 Programing, NUST Institute of  Information Technology (NIIT), Rawalpindi, 1999/2000).



	4.2  Workshops / Training

· "Agriculture in the WTO - ET2004S108".Received Distinction in the course. The training was delivered via the Internet by the WTO  Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation from the 25th of February to the 4th of April 2008.
· “Trade Diversification” Online Course organized by  the World Bank, 2008
· Training workshop on Agriculture Decision Support System (ADSS), , FAST National University , Islamabad, Pakistan, Jan,23,2008
· PRISM Workshop on Information Sharing. Feb,2004, NARC, Islamabad.
· Regional Workshop for Information and Networking by Rice-Wheat Consortium and CIMMYT Bangladesh (May 25-28, 2003).
· Two weeks Training in “ Integrated Database Management for Agricultural Research Management” provided by CGPRT team from Bogor, Indonesia at NARC, Islamabad, 1997.
· Training in "Risk Analysis Techniques"  with hands on training on computers using Optimization Modeling Language “LINGO” (by World Bank consultant Mr. J. Rafsnider (USA) at NARC Islamabad), 1994.


6.  Other Competencies

	  6.1 Website Development Technologies
	a) Web programming b) Developing Online Databases (using ASP 3.0)  c) Java Applets  d) Web Graphics e) Web Animations and f)Proficiency in style sheets, templates, complex tables, frames , image maps and image processing techniques.

6.2   Computer Programming

	· Visual Basic 6.0
	· Java  

	· Active Server Pages 3.0
	· C++ (Basics)

	· HTML 4.0
	· Action Script (Basics)

	· VB Script
	· Java Script

	· SQL
	· Server Side Includes (SSI)



6.3  Software Application Packages

 	I have got fairly good command over the following computer packages:

	· Eviews 10
· SPSS 21
· LINGO
· GAMS
· Mapinfo 3.0
· Minitab
· Statistica 
· Stata 16.0
· Ominform 5.0
	· Visio 4.0
· International Model for Policy Analysis of Agricultural Commodities and Trade (IMPACT)
· Internet Information Server 5.0 (IIS)
· Front Page 2007
· Dreamweaver MX
	· Adobe Photoshop CC 2016
· Adobe Premiere CC 2019
· MS Office 2016 
· Many more
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7. Extra Curricular Activities:

 7.1  Social Activities:  Remained member of "The Hunger Fighters" (An association of students working for fighting hunger and drug abuse) from 1989-93.	

7.2  Sports: Tennis (Captain/Colour holder at University of Agriculture Faisalabad 1989-92),basketball, cycling, angling.

7.3  Hobbies: Building Electronic Telecommunication Projects (Self built a “Satellite TV Dish and Receiver” ) , Still / Video photography and digital post production.


Dated:_March, 31,  2022

(Muhammad Azam Niazi)
Director (Agri.Econ), SSD, PARC
