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Qualification:

Post Doc (Fulbright)



2015


Oklahoma State University, USA
Research Topic: Clean Energy Technology, Prospects: A Case of Biogas from Pakistan.
Research Topic: Consumption patterns of Urban Punjab of Pakistan: Evidence from HIES 2013-14
PhD (Economics)



2008



UoS, Sargodha, Pakistan Dissertation Topic: Constraints analysis of agriculture credit use: implications for poverty reduction in Pakistan.
MSC (Hons) Agri-Economics

2004



UAF, Faisalabad, Pakistan
Thesis Topic: Livelihood strategies among marginal farm households in Punjab.
BSC (Hons) Agri-Economics

2002



UAF, Faisalabad, Pakistan

Research Report: Role of village organization in Food Security Program, Pakistan.
Work Experience (Total 15 Years)
Post PhD Faculty (11 years)
· Professor of Economics, Department of Business Administration, Sukkur IBA University. 
Sep 2018 - to date
· Associate Professor-Agribusiness, Department of Business Administration, Sukkur IBA University.







       




Jul 2012 - Aug 2018
· Assistant Professor/ Head, Center of Excellence for Research Lahore Chapter, COMSATS, Institute of Information Technology (CIIT), Lahore. 





Jul 2010 -    Jun 2012
· Assistant Professor, Govt. College University, Faisalabad                                 
May 2008 - Jul 2010
Research and others (4 years)
· Lecturer in Department of Economics Govt. College University, Faisalabad 
Apr 2008 - May 2008

· Lecturer in Department of Economics University of Sargodha, 

        
Sep 2006 - Sep 2007

· Research Investigator University of Sargodha,



       
Jan 2006 - Sept 2006
· Research Assistant, Innovative Development Strategies Islamabad, Pakistan.
Jan 2005 - Dec 2005
· Thesis internship, Innovative Development Strategies Islamabad, 

   
Jun 2004 - Dec 2004
Department and Institution Responsibilities:

Head of Agribusiness Program (2+2)- Department of Business Administration, Sukkur IBA University. Collaborative Degree Program with University of Agriculture (UAF) and Agro-industry 
July 2017 – to date

BASR- Member, Sukkur IBA University, Sukkur

Aug 2016- to Date
Member Academic Council, Sukkur IBA University

Mar 2016- to Date
Member Doctorial Research Committee, Sukkur IBA University


September 2016-to Date

Faculty Board Member, Department of Management Science, UAF, Faisalabad 

Aug 2016- to Date
Self-Assessment Committee Head, Department of Business Administration    

July 2013- July 2014

Coordinator MS/PhD Program: CIIT, Lahore 





Nov 2010 - Aug 17, 2011

BASR-Secretary COMSATS, Lahore 






Jan 2011- Nov 2011
Secretary- MS/PhD Program Committee, Govt. College University, Faisalabad

Mar 2010- Apr 2011
Academic and Research Outreach Services:
Team Lead: HULT Prize Competition 2018- Sukkur IBA Regional Winner
Chief Editor: Sukkur IBA Journal of Economics and Finance – SIJEF (2017-2018)
Founding & Managing Editor: Sukkur IBA Journal of Management and Business – SIJMB (HEC Z Category)
Coordinator Agro-Industry Linkages: Initiated innovative internship program for BBA Agribusiness, Joint- Degree Program, of Sukkur IBA University, and University of Agriculture, Faisalabad.
Training Supervisor: AMAL Academy, Professional Development Program for BBA Agribusiness. 
Chief Organizer: 2nd International Seminar on ‘Agribusiness and Khairpur Special Economic Zone’, April 6-7, 2017 at Sukkur IBA.
Focal Person: 2nd International CPEC Business and Research Conference 2017 on China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, Mar 15-16, 2017 at IBA Karachi.
Conference Manager: 1st International Conference on Business, Economics and Education Management (ICBEM), held on Dec 15-16, 2016 at IBA Sukkur.
Seminar Convener: Organized a Seminar on Agribusiness Apr 25-26, 2016 at Sukkur IBA. This was in perspective of community Development.
Supervisor Social Campaign for National Talent Hunt Program: Worked as team lead for social campaign in underprivileged areas of Southern Punjab. This was a joint effort of OGDCL & Sukkur IBA under obligation of corporate social responsibility.
Conference Manager: 4th International Conference on Business Management (ICoBM), Feb 26-27, 2014 at Sukkur IBA 
Head of Management Committee: 3rd South Asian International Conference at Hotel Pearl Continental Lahore on Dec 27-28, 2011, Organized by COMSATS, Lahore Campus.
Additional Duty: Superintendent: M.A Jinnah Hostel, CIIT, Lahore. July 26, 2010 to June 30, 2012.
Trainings and Lectures Delivered 
· Key Note Speaker: Sustainable entrepreneurship: from knowledge to venture. 1st International Conference on Management and Commerce (ICMC-2018) , University of Gujrat, April 4-5, 2018
· Keynote Speaker, International Symposium Global Value Chains (GVCs) and Decent Work Deficit in Agriculture: Present Challenges and Future Prospects: Dec.01-02, 2017, University of Agriculture, Faisalabad. Adding Value and Decency in Agribusiness Education.
· Team leader (IBA) in training ASP-LUMS for Monitoring and Evaluation from March 3-7, 2014 funded by USAID.
· Fertilizer Sector Orientation Session, An Innovative Industry Internship Program, For Sukkur IBA University and University of Agriculture Faisalabad, BBA-Agribusiness Students, Aug 15, 2017, SIBA University.
· Cotton Standardization: Pakistan Cotton Standard Institute, Nov 2, 2017, Multan.
· Training Conducted: Entrepreneurship in Informal setting, Engro Training Center, Dharki, Nov 09, 2017.
· Farm Management Practices and Farmers’ life: Conducted Session at Shoaib Seed Farm and NARA farm, Salah Putt, Sindh, Nov 12, 2017. 
Research Funding / Grants:
· Happiness-Income Perplex of Rural and Urban areas: Comparative Analysis of Punjab and Sindh Provinces under ‘HEC Thematic Research Grant Program 2016’ worth PKR 4 Million
· Principal Investigator-Adoption of Biogas as an alternative energy source: Evidence from rural Pakistan   Punjab, funded by SANDEE (South Asian Network for Development and Environmental Economics). Grant is 20,047 USD-completed September 2014.
· Agriculture Marketing Reforms Study, Funded by: Innovative Development Strategies, Pakistan Strategy Support Program (USAID)- IFPRI
Research Trainings and Workshops Attended:
· Post Conference Workshop. Recent Developments in Experimental Economics. Wednesday, August 2, 2017. AAEA Annual Meeting Chicago Illinois, 31st July-2nd August 2017.
· Establishment of Pakistan’s first Fabrication Lab at Sukkur IBA in collaboration with MIT, USA working group meeting, August 5, 2016
· Martin Trust Center for MIT Entrepreneurship meeting on Entrepreneurship Teaching Methods on August 5, 2016 at MIT, USA.
· 13th Annual Fulbright & Humphrey Alumni Conference, Dec 2-4, 2016, Islamabad.
· USDA-NIFA AFRI Project Directors Workshop - Economics, Markets, & Trade and Environmental & Natural Resource Economics Projects. Post-conference Workshop: Wednesday, August 3, 2016
· Program on Islamic Finance for Academicians, Lahore University of Management Sciences, October 14-16, 2016.
· 28th Biannual Research and Training Workshop (June16 – June 20, 2014) at Bhutan organized by the South Asian Network for Development and Environmental Economics (SANDEE).
· 27th Biannual Research and Training Workshop (Dec 10 – Dec 14, 2013) Nepal, organized by the South Asian Network for Development and Environmental Economics (SANDEE).
· A course on benefit cost analysis, Gokarna Resort, Nepal 06-08 Dec 2013 Organized by SANDEE.
· Training on Monitoring and Evaluation for Middle Managers (Sept 3-6, 2013) at ASP-Lahore university of Management sciences, Lahore, Pakistan.
· 26th Biannual Research and Training Workshop (June 19 – June 23, 2013) at Tidal Resort, Thailand organized by the South Asian Network for Development and Environmental Economics (SANDEE).
· Winter school in research methods, Kathmandu, Nepal 14th Jan 2013 - 24th Jan 2013 organized by SANDEE.
· Pre-Conference Workshop on Setting Pakistan Strategy Support Program (PSSP) Domestic Studies Program and Collaboration on December 12 -2012 at the PSSP Office. (USAID-IFPRI).
· Workshop on “Introduction to Geographic Information Systems (GIS)” Islamabad from December 04-07, 2012. Organized by IFPRI and PSSP funded by USAID-.
· Workshop on “changing the mindset” building the entrepreneurial culture in universities and how to hold business plan competition held at regional office Higher Education Commission (HEC) Lahore from 14th Nov to 17th Nov 2012.
· Workshop on making higher education more relevant for industry and community. September 21-22, 2012. Social enterprise development center (SEDC) Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS), Lahore
· 24th Biannual Research and Training Workshop (June 18 – June 21, 2012) at Cinnamon Lakeside, Sri Lanka organized by the South Asian Network for Development and Environmental Economics (SANDEE).
· Research Training on Research Development in Beacon House National University (BNU), Lahore 24-25 November 2011.
· A one-day workshop on Design of Professional Development Initiatives organized by USAID and VTT strategy and management consultant – October 2010 COMSATS Lahore.
· A Training Course on Environmental and Resource Economics, Organized by the South Asian Network for Development and Environmental, Economics (SANDEE), 5th – 21st May, 2009. AITCC, Pathumthani, Thailand.
Survey Design, Supervision and Trainings:
· Biogas Survey design in Central Punjab, Questionnaire Development (CsPro & Qualtrics), adoption and diffusion of biogas.
· Understand HIES and PRHS data – National representative cross-sectional data at household level.
· Team leader third party evaluation for Punjab Education Foundation conducted by Innovative Development Strategies (IDS) Islamabad (2008).
· Nile integrated sugar mill project, Sudan as consultant (2007) funded by Govt. of Pakistan.
· Training Coordinator/supervisor of Survey Titled “Ministry of Finance Trade Survey” (2007), Innovative Development Strategies for Southern Punjab, Pakistan.
· Designing the study ‘Livelihood Strategy among Marginal Farm Households in District Sargodha’ (2007) funded by University of Sargodha.
· Team member of Punjab Economic Report (2006) Funded by Government of Pakistan.
· Training Coordinator of Survey Titled “Rural Investment Climate and Income Dynamics” (2005). Conducted by World Bank through IDS in Punjab Province Pakistan. Covered 18 districts of Punjab.
· Co-supervisor of the survey “Rural Investment Climate and Income Dynamics in Pakistan” (2005), Conducted by World Bank through IDS in Punjab Province Pakistan
· Organizer seminar series on current economic issues in Department of Economics, University of Sargodha (2005).
Journal Publications:
1. Hashmi, A.A., M.H. Sial, W. Akram and M.H. Hashmi. (2018). Assessing food insecurity trends and determinants by using mix methods in Pakistan: Evidence from household pooled data (2005-2014). Sarhad Journal of Agriculture, 35(1): 87-101. HEC Recognized(X).
2. Javed, Y., Padda, I. & Akram, W. (2018) An analysis of inclusive growth in South Asia. Journal of Education and Social Science. 6(1). HEC Recognized(Y).
3. Jan, I., & Akram, W. (2017). Willingness of rural communities to adopt biogas systems in Pakistan: Critical factors and policy implications. Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews. Impact Factor 8.05
4. Jan, I., Ullah, S., Akram, W., Khan, N. P., Asim, S. M., Mahmood, Z. & Ahmad, S. S. (2017). Adoption of improved cookstoves in Pakistan: A logit analysis. Biomass and Bioenergy, 103, 55-62. Impact Factor 3.249 
5. Bakhsh, K., Akram, W., Raza, M. A., & Hassan, I. (2004). Determination of factors affecting cauliflower yield in Punjab, Pakistan. International Journal of Agriculture and Biology, 61056-1058. JCR. Impact factor 0.758
6. Akram, W., Irfan, M., Iqbal, S., & Waqar, I. (2013). The perception about the biogas technology adoption: a case study of District Faisalabad (Punjab, Pakistan). Middle-East Journal of Scientific Research, 17(2), 256-259. – ISI Indexed 2013 & Scopus

7. Khadim, Z., & Akram, W. (2013). Female labor force participation in formal sector: An empirical evidence from PSLM (2007-08). Middle-East Journal of Scientific Research, 14(11), 1480-1488. ISI Indexed
8. Khan, M., Husnain, I., Mahmood, H., & Akram, W. (2013). Understanding pesticide use safety

9. decisions: Application of health behavior theory. American-Eurasian Journal of Agriculture and Environment,13(4), 440-448. – ISI Indexed & Scopus
10. Bakhsh, K., Akram, W., Jahanzeb, A., & Khan, M. (2016). Estimating productivity of Bt-cotton and its impact on pesticide use in Punjab (Pakistan). Pakistan Economic and Social Review, 54(1), 15. HEC Recognized (X)
11. Haider, Z., Jan, I., & Akram, W. (2017). Effect of conflict on farmers’ income from tomato crop in Kurram Agency, Pakistan. Sarhad Journal of Agriculture, 33(1), 171-176. HEC Recognized (X)
12. Hussain, I., Hussain, Z., Sial, M. H., Akram, W., & Farhan, M. F. (2011). Water balance, supply and demand and irrigation efficiency of Indus basin. Pakistan Economic and Social Review, 13-38. - HEC Recognized (X).
13. Akram, W., Hussain, Z., Ahmad, N., & Hussain, I. (2013). Does agriculture Credit affect production efficiency?  Frontier production function approach.  Pakistan Economic and Social Review, 179-190. HEC Recognized (X).
14. Akram, W., Naz, I., & Ali, S. (2011). An empirical analysis of household income in rural Pakistan: evidences from tehsil Samundri. Pakistan Economic and Social Review, 231-249. HEC Recognized (X) 
15. Hussain, Z., & Akram, W. (2008). Persistent food insecurity from policy failures in Pakistan. The Pakistan Development Review, 817-834. HEC Recognized (X)
16. Jan, I., & Akram, W. (2016). Legal Pluralism in Traditional Societies: A Case of Agricultural Marketing Relations in Northwest Pakistan. The Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences, 24(1), 13. HEC Recognized (Y)
17. Hussain, I., Sial, M. H., Hussain, Z., & Akram, W. (2009). Economic value of irrigation water: evidence from a Punjab canal. The Lahore Journal of Economics, 14(1), 69. HEC Recognized (X).

18. Ahmad, N., Hussain, Z., SIAL, M. H., Hussain, I., & Akram, W. (2008). Macroeconomic determinants of international migration from Pakistan. Pakistan Economic and Social Review, 85-99. HEC Recognized (X).
19. Akram, W and Ahmed, S (2017) Determinants of Micro Finance Institutions’ Efficiency in South Asia during Financial Crisis: A Two-Stage Analysis. Pakistan Journal of Social Sciences (PJSS). - HEC Recognized (Y).

20. Iqbal, S., Anwar, S., Akram, W., & Irfan, M. (2013). Factors Leading to Adoption of Biogas Technology:  A Case Study of District Faisalabad, Punjab, Pakistan. International Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences, 3(11), 571. Ulrich & ProQuest
21. Iqbal, A., Azim, P., Akram, W., & Farooq, M. U. (2013). Impact of Foreign Direct Investment and Exports on the Economic Growth: A Case Study of Pakistan.  Journal of Asian Development studies 2(3), 89-97.
22. Hashmi, M. H., Akram, W., & Hashmi, A. A. (2012). Role of investment in the course of economic growth in Pakistan. International Journal of Academic Research in Economics and Management Sciences, 1(5), 48. Ulrich & ProQuest

23. Akram, W., Munir, S., Hashmi, M. H., & Saleem, R. (2012). Borrowing Behavior towards Institutional Credit in Punjab-A case study of Faisalabad district. International Journal of Academic Research in Economics and Management Sciences, 1(5), 36. Ulrich & ProQuest

24. Waqar A., (2009) Livelihood strategies of Marginal and medium farm size households in Sargodha Region, Punjab. Journal of Economics and Management Sciences (JECMS) 1(I) 6-17.
25. Ijaz H., and Akram W. (2008), Economics of Change in Temporal Allocation of irrigation water:  A case study of Punjab Canal closure. The Economic Journal, Volume XLI (1).

26. Iram, N., Hussain, Z., Anwar, S., Hussain, I., & Akram, W. (2008). Determinants of child school choice in Punjab: Policy implications. European Journal of Scientific Research, 23(2), 285-293. Scopus Indexed

27. Akram W., (2008) Constraints to agriculture credit use in Pakistan: European Journal of Scientific Research. ISSN Vol. 23 (2), 294-304. - Scopus Indexed

28. Hussain, I., Hussain, Z., Sial, M. H., Akram, W., & Hussain, M. F. (2007). Optimal cropping pattern and water productivity: A case of Punjab Canal. Journal of Agronomy, 6(4), 526. Scopus Indexed
Paper Presented in Conferences and Seminars

1. Akram, W., (2017) Adoption of Biogas, A Story from Pakistan Presented in AAEA Annual Meeting Chicago Illinois, USA, July 31, to Aug 02, 2017

2. Akram, W., and Inayatullah Jan (2017) Adoption of Energy Efficient Cooking Technologies in Pakistan: A Logit Analysis will be Presented in 2nd International Research Conference on Economics Business and Social Sciences, April 17-18, 2017 to be held at School of Economics, Bahauddin Zakariya University Multan Pakistan.

3. Akram W and Henneberry S (2016) Consumption patterns of Urban Punjab of Pakistan: Evidence from HIES 2013. Presented at the 2016 Agricultural & Applied Economics Association Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, July 31 – August 2, 2016, AAEA, USA

4. Rural-the neglected Sector in Pakistan Development Strategy 2015, Department of Agriculture Communication, Stillwater, OSU, USA.

5. Green Revolution in Pakistan: Un-Intended Consequences, making connections to Rogers’ (2003) model and theory. Department of Agricultural Education, Communications & Leadership, OSU, USA, April 07, 2015

6. Adoption of Biogas as an Alternative Energy Source, Department of Agriculture Economics, Agricultural Hall, Oklahoma State University, USA, April 30th 2015.

7. Economic problems and proposed solution at Shah Abdul Latif University, Khair Pur April, 18, 2013.

8. "Endogeneity, Hausman test and Bt Cotton Productivity" in the 11th Islamic Countries Conference on Statistical Sciences 2011 held on December 19-22, 2011, Lahore-Pakistan.

9. Saima Ayaz and Waqar Akram (2008) Producer and consumer subsidy equivalents of wheat crop in Pakistan. Socio-Economic Challenges Faced by Pakistan” proceeding of National Conference at International Islamic University, 2-3 June Islamabad. pp.185-205

10. Livelihood strategies among marginal and medium size farm households in Punjab. Paper presented at Kiel University, conference,” income distribution and family” 1-3 September 2009, Germany. 

11. Zakir Hussain, Abdul Saboor, Waqar Akram (2006), Strategies for Agriculture and Rural Development to Alleviate Poverty, Paper Presented in International Conference at University of Sargodha Feb 2006.
Subjects Taught:

· Advanced Micro Economics, Development Economics, Monetary Theory and Policy, Microeconomics (Dual Degree Program Lancaster University, UK), Financial Economics. Basic Econometric.
· Agri-business and Management, Agribusiness and WTO, Business Research Methods. Environmental Economics, Issues in Pakistan Economy, Global Economic and Political Issues. 
Technical Expertise:
Microsoft office, SPSS, STATA, Frontier 4.1, DEAP 2.1, E-views.6, SAS, Qualtrix
Conferences and Seminars Participation:
    Decent work deficit of wage labor: Dates production in Sindh. International symposium, Global Value

Chains (GVCS) and Decent Work Deficit in Agriculture: Present Challenges and Future Prospects, Dec 1-2,

2017. University of Agriculture Faisalabad. 
    Session Chair at 2nd International CPEC Business and Research Conference 2017 on China-Pakistan

Economic Corridor, March 15-16, 2017 at IBA Karachi.


Session Chair at International Conference on Poverty and Social Inequalities in Pakistan: Inclusive Growth Perspective Organized by University of Sargodha under HEC Thematic Research Grant Program, May 24-25, 2017

    Session Moderator “A tale of Two Greats: Prof. Javed Ashraf and Prof. Nisar Ahmed Siddiqui”, 1st
International Conference on Business, Economics and Education Management – ICBEM, December

15-16, 2016

    Session Moderator “Agriculture and Economics Zones role in Developing Economies”, 2nd 
International Seminar on Agribusiness and Khairpur Special Economic Zone, April 6-7, 2017


Lone Star, Multiple Constituencies: Studying U.S. Elections and Political Processes and the Challenge of Diversity in Austin, Texas. USA. December 2nd -5th, 2015. “Baltimore – A Tale of Two Cities: Focus on Public Health,” Baltimore, Maryland from March 25- 28, 2015 and hosted by the World Trade Center Institute (WTCI). USA


2nd Convention of the World Association of Business Schools in Islamic Countries 5th-6th May 2014, hosted by Madinah Institute of Leadership and Entrepreneurship, Madinah Economic Knowledge City, Saudi Arabia

    Session Chair Adoption of Biogas.  SANDEE-Panel.  4th International Conference on Business

Management 26-27 Feb, 2014 at Sukkur IBA

    PSSP Annual Conference on the 13th and 14th December 2012 held at Planning Commission of

Pakistan organized by International food policy research institute (IFPRI)

    3rd SAICON (ICMBEE) PC Lahore 27-28 December 2011

    International Seminar Feb 2006 University of Sargodha

    PIDE International Conference held at PC Lahore 19-21 Dec 2006

    Rural Development and Poverty Reduction 23 April, 2007

    Domestic Trade Issues, one-day conference 09 April, 2007

    Socio-Economic Challenges Faced by Pakistan. International Islamic University, Islamabad. June 2-3,
2008.

    Economic Prospects of Adopting BT Cotton in Pakistani Punjab, COMSATS, Lahore, November

2011.

Research Supervision Graduates:

Determinants of Foreign Exchange Rate Exposure: An empirical analysis of chemical, food and personal good producers of Pakistan. (Level- MS)

    Determinants of Female labor force participation: Evidence from PSLM 2007-08 (Level- MS)

    Efficiency Analysis of South Asian Micro Finance institutions. (MFIs). (Level- MS)
·  Effect of Macroeconomic Variables on Growth of Micro-Finance Institutions (Level-MS). 
Accomplishments, Honors, and Awards:
    Fulbright Scholarship for Post Doctorate 2014-2015

    Chi Alpha Medal at Oklahoma State University for community services


Letter of Appreciation from Dean of Agriculture for positive attitude, selfless service and dynamic participation in academic and co-curricular activities.

    Certificate of honor for tutorial group activities, University of Agriculture Faisalabad.

    Letter of appreciation for academic excellence from University of Sargodha.

    Runner up in Table Tennis Agriculture University Faisalabad.

Professional Memberships and Affiliations:
    American Agriculture Economic Association AAEA, USA

    Member American Economic Association, USA.

    Member- Pakistan Society of development Economists (PSDE)

    Member of World Wild Fund-Pakistan.

    Member of Initiative for equality IRiSS (Stanford University, Institute for Research in the Social Sciences) Field Hearings


Member of Clean Cook Stove Initiative, public-private initiative to save lives, improve livelihoods, empower women, and protect the environment by creating a thriving global market for clean and

efficient household cooking solutions.

    Member of Green Campus initiative-IBA –Sukkur.

    Member of Faculty Board National Textile University Faisalabad.

    Member of Advance studies research board COMSATS University, Lahore.
    SANDEE Network Member. 
    Member of Editorial board, American Journal of Rural development.
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