[image: image2.wmf]VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE 

AND STATE UNIVERSITY

[image: image2.wmf]

June 30, 2014 

Review of Bruce Rinker’s “Community and an Ethos of Science”
Reviewer: Eileen Crist
This paper offers a compelling discussion of the nature and development of science. Despite investigating the question of science and its unification across very different time periods and disciplines, the paper remains cogent, lucid, and exciting. It is also impressive in terms of the knowledge it marshals from philosophy of science and epistemology regarding questions of how we know.  

The author’s argument for “consilience” (unification and complementarity) does not become reductive in the sense of urging a new understanding simply on the basis of intellectual knowledge and facts, but rather acknowledges the importance of a spiritual and emotional dimension as well. The author shows clearly how the ecological crisis provides a most urgent rationale for such a unified approach to our condition and for the need to transcend scientific and social fragmentation.

Overall I believe it is an outstanding paper that merits publication. 
Its sole weakness is that in the course of reading the reader does not have a clear sense (if he/she has not read the abstract) of where the argument is headed. I believe that adding a brief introduction to Gaia theory and to the overarching argument in the beginning of the paper would be valuable in contextualizing the paper’s content, and preparing the reader for the author’s concluding pitch regarding the importance of Gaia as a philosophia prima.   
Sincerely,

Eileen Crist, Ph.D. 
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